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The Atkinson Grange, Patrons of Husbandry No. 143 disbanded

in 1996,

ending 107

years of service, civic duty, and family fun.

In

its

prime, "The Grange" filled

agricultural town; social activities

a tone of

community

spirit

many

provided information and support to this

It

and fun events

to this rural

community. In so doing,

and camaraderie that made Atkinson residents know

The Annual Grange

special place.

needs.

Fair was, in

its

it

set

this is a

heyday, a two or three day event,

featuring agricultural displays, baby contests and dinners, and lots of other entertainment.

Everybody went.

With donations of
which

to

land, supplies

labor.

Grange members

built a building in

1912

in

hold their meetings and sponsor more activities including plays featuring the

Town's

finest thespians

after the

Town

office space.
on.

and

-

the children.

took over the building

Whist Parties became a Friday night must. Even

in

1969 and renovated the

Grange meetings and Whist

When the town was politically

old Grange building. Grange

split

parties

floor for

Town

were held upstairs and Grange

about building a

members

first

new Town

life

Hall

went

Hall vs. remodeling the

cleared the way, by graciously supporting the

demohtion of their pride and joy. One of the very wise decisions made during the planning
process of the

new Town

Hall

display the old stained glass
the Atkinson Grange.
their standards,

and

Provisions were

was

to find a special place in

windows which once adorned

Those windows

will forever

in the

new Town

modem, new

the second story

building to

windows of

remind us of the heritage of the Grange,

their extraordinary contributions to the

made

our

Town.

Hall for the Grange, and meetings continued; only

they didn't meet as frequently. Interest in the farming background of the organization

waned

as farms

were replaced by subdivisions, and social expectations became too

sophisticated to be

accommodated by Friday

prestigious organization dwindled, until the only

who grew up

How

night cards.

Membership

members remaining

in

in the

once

1996 were those

during the glory days.

do you say Good-Bye

traditions they started

to old friends?

How

do you voice your appreciation for the

and the memories they've given us? With a grateful "Thank You"!

_y

Dedicated
Green

is

her favorite color.

collectors in the State
authorities,

who

not

-

Anastasi

to Jessi

Maybe THAT'S what made Jessi Anastasi one of the best tax
only in the eyes of those who know and love her, but by higher

deal frequently with the network of New Hampshire tax collectors.

This gracious lady didn't adhere to the traditional image of a Tax Collector. Instead, she

chose to create her

own unique

identity.

dollars; sort of like she didn't really

because

it

was her job. And maybe

payments annually.
couldn't

-

at least

How

She was almost apologetic when she took your tax

want

that is

to divest

you of your money, but she had

why Atkinson

enjoys a 90

-

95%

to,

return of tax

could any one possibly say "No" to this charming lady?

You

not easily. Ignored bills elicited personal phone calls from Jessi, and the

motherly reprimand, warning them of the up-coming 'nasty notes' the State makes her send
out prior to the placing of liens on property.

Jessi took to her

computerized tax collection program

are not her friends, nor did she have any great interest in embracing

buddies. While
entirely too

all

them

new-found

as

information was grudgingly entered in the machine, which monopolized

much of

warrant book just as

her desk space, the same information was hand-written into her
it

accurate to the penny

-

has been done for 27 years. She prepared her annual reports

-

based on her hand-written information. There were years when

finding that missing penny brought agony to the entire staff in

hung over and

Computers

like a cat takes to water.

in the building

-

Town

and particularly over the office of Tax

Hall.

Storm clouds

Collector

-

until,

with

everything in balance, our Tax Collector smiled once again.

Jessi set a standard of

competence and efficiency

collectors to follow; but

now

that will

she's traded in her official

title

be a tough act for future tax
for

one of equal

if

not greater

importance. After March, just call her "Grammy".

_y
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In

Memorium

RAYMOND GOURDEAU
Representative to the General Court

1985

-

1986

-

JAMES GRIMES
Atkinson Planning Board - 1977 - 1980
Town Engineer - 1966 - 1974

DUDLEY KILLAM
Board of Adjustment

-

1967

-

1994

ROGER SAWYER
Selectmen - 1944 - 1945
Atkinson Fire Department

RICHARD

B.

WOOD

Atkinson Fire Department

GEORGE

E.

WRIGHT

Atkinson Fire Department

L.

EDNA WRIGHT

Supervisor of the Checklist

-

1944- 1949

PATRONS OF HUSBANDRY NO.
1889

-

1996

143
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Ojficials

Representatives to the General Court:
The Honorable Natalie F. Flanagan, District 14
The Honorable Kevin L. Camm, District 17
The Honorable Mark A. Cegelif, District 17

Moderator

Term Expires

John W. Herlihy

Board of Selectmen
Joseph DeRosa
Barbara Stewart
Fred Childs, Jr

Animal Control

1998

Robin Serretore, Officer
John Sullivan, Assistant
Karen Sullivan, Assistant

1997
1998
1999

Edward

Board of Adjustment
Charles LeMay, Chairman

Town Clerk
Linda

Jette

Sanford Carter, Vice-Chairman
John W. Herlihy
Frank Polito
Henry Riehl
Merle Ashford, Alternate

1997

Tax Collector
Anastasi

Jessi

1997

Elizabeth McGrath, Alternate
David Rockwell, Alternate

Treasurer
Pat

Macomber

Cemetery Trustees
Una Collins, Chairman
Peter A. Lewis
Paul

Quartarone

Library Trustees
Donald Blaszka, Chairman
Andrew Cannon, Chairman
Deborah Byers

Dowd

Sally

Jones
Thea Valvanis
Jane

Municipal Budget Committee
Brian Boyle, Chairman
Fred Thompson, Vice-Chairman
Janine Councilman

Lenny Hall
Thomas Phaneuf
Richard Picone
Fred Childs

1998

Donald Roberts
Daniel Traynor
Barbara Snicer, Alternate
Fred Childs

Patricia

Dale

Co-Chairman
Macomber, Co-Chairman

Collins,

Childs

1999
1999
1997
1997
1998
1999
1998
1997

1997
1997

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

ex officio

Civil Defense Director

Judge

Patrick

Code Enforcement Officer
Theodore Hatem
Robert

J.

Jones, Assistant

Conservation Commission
Christine Lewis-Morse, Chairman
Carole Hall, Vice-Chairman
Gordon D. Henderson, Treasurer
Jane Jones, Secretary

Diane

Henderson

Kukshtel
Gordon Stone
Pamela Hantzis, Alternate
Scott

2002
2000
1998

Trustees of Trust Funds

Una

Cereno

Philip Consentino
Peter A. Lewis

ex officio

1997

Busby
Suzanne Malone

Gary

1997
1998
1999
1998
1999
1997

Sexton
Edward H. Stewart

Virginia

Building Needs Committee
Richard B. Wood, Chairman

Resigned
1997
1997
1997
1998
1997

1997

Supervisors of the Checklist
Martha MacDonald, Chairman

Building Inspector
Robert J. Jones
George Georgian, Assistant

1997
1999
1998

Road Agent
Edward H. Stewart

Stewart, Assistant

1997
1997
1997
1997

1998
1997
1999
-

1

1997

1997
1997

1999
1999
1999
1997
1999
1999
1998
1999

Elderly Affairs Director
Philip V. Consentino

1997

Electrical Inspector
James Miller
Philip A. Paglierani, Assistant

1997
1997

Town

Officials/Employees

Family Mediation Representatives
1997
Patrick Judge
1 997
Diane Kinney
Fire Department
Michael Murphy, Chief
Kevin Landry, Deputy Chief
John Rockwell, Captain
John Daniels, 1st Lieutenant
Al Goldstein, 2nd Lieutenant
Keith Miller, 3rd Lieutenant
EMS Captain

Members:
John Masse
Keith Miller

Robert Neill
Nick Orio
Tony Signorino
Edward Stewart
Donna SuUivan

Traverse Derbyshire

Joseph DeRosa
Charles Earley
Brett

Greenlaw

Andrew Guyette
Todd Hammond

John Sullivan

Nick Hantzis
David Holigan

Scott SuUivan

Donna Hohgan

Paul Sullivan

Ward
David Weymouth

Darrell Hollenbeck

Peter Holloway

Eric

Keith Wheeler
Steve Wooster

Matt Lopez

Fire Inspectors
Charles Earley

David Weymouth
Forest Fire

Wardens

Michael Murphy
John Daniels, Deputy
Darrell Hollenbeck, Deputy
Kevin Landry, Deputy

Health Officer
Joseph Chamberlain
Theodore W. Hatem, Assistant

Planning Board
George Lemery, Chairman
Daniel Tray nor, Vice-Chairman

DiMaggio

John

Feuer
Kendrick
Harold Morse
Gary Cereno, Alternate
Thomas Dube, Alternate
Charles

Charles Earley, Alternate
Barbara Stewart

Police

1997

Department

Vincent Dowd, Lieutenant
Robert Woodbury, Lieutenant
Diane Kinney, Sergeant
William McNulty, Sergeant
John Daniels, Sergeant
John Tetreault, Corporal
Patrol Officers:
Dale Childs
Robert LaChance
David Consentino
Kevin Landry
JoAnne Consentino
Charles McCarthy
Robert DesJardins
Steven McPherson
Robert Donovan
Andrew Miville
Sally Dowd
Gerard O'Meara
Mark Flyzik
Donald Roberts
Brett Greenlaw
Jason Rodriguez
Jonathan Hoellrich
Samuel Zannini
Stephen Isola

Dispatch:
Dale Childs

JoAnne Consentino
Diane Kinney
Karen Kinney
Directors:
JoAnne Consentino
Dispatch Service
Dale Childs
Juvenile Affairs
Sgt.Wilham McNulty
Personnel
Lt. Vincent Dowd
Training
Special Assignments:
Sgt. John Daniels
Court Prosecutor
Cpl. John Tetreault
D.A.R.E. Officer
Sgt. William McNulty
Scheduling
Special Officer:
Sally

Donald Murphy, E5eputy
David Weymouth, Deputy

Paul

William Ashford
Philip V. Consentino, Chief

Fred Beckwith,

Al Apitz
Daniel Beckwith
Roger Culliford

Plumbing Inspector

Dowd

School Crossing Guard:
Charles McCarthy
Mary Duffy
1997
1997

Recreation Commission
Louis Panneton, Chairman

Gary
1997
1997
1999
1998
1999
1997
1999
1997
1999
ex officio

Cereno

Robert
Patricia

Fritz

Mangini

Gretchen Nelson
Kenneth Plourde
Cathy Thompson

1997
1998
1998
1999
1997
1997
1998

Rockingham Planning Commission
Representatives
Carole Hall
Valerie Tobin

1999
1999

Town

Officials/Employees
Town Employees

Waste District Representative
1997
Edward Stewart

Solid

Town

Fred Childs, Maintenance Supervisor
Jane Cole, Selectmen 's Assistant
Shirley Galvin, Planning Board Assistant
Leah Hammer, Selectmen 's Secretary
Joanne Kiley, Assistant Town Clerk
Rochelle LaFontaine, Deputy Town Clerk
Sandra LeVallee, Bookkeeper
Pamela Murphy, Fire Dept. Clerk
Marie White, Deputy Tax Collector
Elaine Woodbury, Deputy Treasurer

Forester

Douglas Henderson

1997

Cable Advisory Committee
Francis C. Kelcourse, Chairman

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

Sanford Carter, Vice-Chairman
Barbara Snicer, Secretary
Richard A. Magoon
Victor Snowdon
Phyllis Tingley
Joe DeRosa
Barbara Stewart
Fred Childs

Kimball Public Library Staff

ex officio
ex officio
ex officio

Joe Rodio, Director
Carolyn Birr, Children's Librarian
Janice Ananian

Highway Safety Committee
Patrick Judge, Chairman
Philip V. Consentino

Kevin

Landry
Peter A. Lewis
Michael Murphy

Edward Stewart
John R. Tetreault
Frederick Waters
Fred Childs

Ann Donahue
Cynthia Gunda
Joan Houle

Shannon McCarthy
Nancy Pine
Betty Rollins

Volunteers:

ex officio

Virginia Gielbunt

Kathy Watson

Memorial Day Committee
Janine Councilman

ACTV

1997
1997

Steven Councilman

Recycling Committee
Vincent Marchand, Chairman
Barbara Belmer
Deborah Byers
Donald DeCesare
Patrick Judge

Rollins

Suzanne Romano
Philip

Busby

Kirsch
Peter A. Lewis
Edward Stewart
Joseph DeRosa

20 Production Staff

AdeUe

Dillon

Jessica Fredrickson

Leah Hammer
William Linnehan
Kenneth Putney
Christopher Ryan
Robin Snicer
Barbara Stewart
Phyllis Tingley
Robert Tingley
Raymond Viglione

Road Agent Advisory Committee
James

-

Barbara Snicer, Producer
JoAnne Consentino
Matt Dalton
Joe DeRosa

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

George Kutzelman
Leann Moccia
Paul Moccia
Betty

Christina Barney
Roberta Cianci

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

1997
1997
1997
1997

Staci

Wilson

C. D. Wisecarver

Meagan Wisecarver
Richard B. Wood, Sr.

ex officio

Town Report Coordinators
Jane Cole

Leah Hammer
Pat

Macomber
-
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Board Of Selectmen
The Atkinson Board of Selectmen
went up

fifteen cents, our

Town

are pleased to

still

announce

that

even though our tax rate for 1996

holds the lowest tax rate in the area.

In 1996 the Town paid the remaining $70,000 balance on the $717,261 bond originated in 1986 to
are pleased to say that after a short ten years, we now own the
finance a new Town Hall.

We

Town

Hall!

We are trying a new form of government this year SENATE BILL # 2. We have been to several
-

seminars to educate ourselves about the
heads more knowledgeable.

There

is

a substantial

amount

left in

new law and

to help

make

the voters and the department

the fund balance. This fund balance has historically been used

to offset the tax rate.

Our Building Needs Committee has been working
new Town Center. The engineering for

diligently with Engineer

Gary Simmons,

to

has been awarded to KeachNordstrom, who has been working extremely hard to obtain background information and create a
set of agreeable plans to make this town center happen. The first part of the three year project is to
be started in 1997, with the construction of a new Town Garage. (The Industrial Land proposed at
the 1995 Town Meeting was deemed inadequate.) Included in this three year project will be a new
Academy Avenue/Main Street intersection, a new Fire Station and expansion of both the Kimball
Public Library and the Cemetery. It will be gratifying to see this project finalized.
create a

this project

We would

like to take this opportunity to thank all the town's volunteers and residents, for their
help and support throughout the year to make 1996 a successful one.

Respectfully submitted,

Joseph DeRosa, Chairman

Barbara Stewart

Fred Childs

4
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Financial Statement
For Year Ended December 31, 1996

Assets

Cash:
In

Hands of Treasurer

$3,141,121.32

Capital Reserve Funds:
Fire Department
Cable Television

$259,060.90
88,422.21
28,381.61
21,588.06

Building Needs

Highway Department
Total Capital Reserve Funds

397,452.78

Unredeemed Taxes:
End of Year 1995
End of Year 1994
End of Year 1993
Total

$27,278.92
48,003.17
39,711.82

Unredeemed Taxes

114,993.91

Uncollected Taxes
Levy of 1996

294,455.53

$3,948,023.54

Total Assets

Liabilities

Accounts

Owed by

the

Town:

Special Appropriations

School District Taxes Payable
Outstanding
Total Accounts

Owed by Town

Capital Reserves

$2,808,446.00
397,452.78

$3,205,898.78

Total Liabilities

Fund Balance
Total Liabilities and

$187,213.00
2,570,208.00
51,025.00

742,124.76

Fund Balance

$3,948,023.54

cs
VD
a\
r-

en

o

o
O
o
o

s

1996 Appropriations Summary
General Government

$529,145.00
551,801.00

Public Safety

Highway

435,098.00

Sanitation

296,453.00
67,203.00

Health

General Assistance

12,600.00

Cultiire/Recreation

196,748.00

Conservation

7,467.00

Debt Service

100,525.00

Capital Outlay

70,000.00

Capital Reserves

28,000.00

Total Appropriations

$2,295,040.00

Summ^ary Inventory of Valuation
Value of Land Only:
Current Use

$127,483.00
102,725,100.00

Residential

Commercial Industrial
Total Taxable Land

4,869,500.00

$107,722,083.00

Value of Buildings Only:
$202,561,500.00

Residential

Manufactured Housing
Commercial Industrial
Total Taxable Buildings

50,200.00
7,900,700.00

210,512,400.00

Public Utilities:
Water

$672,100.00

Gas

200,000.00
1,542,800.00

Electric

2,414,900.00

Total Public Utilities

Valuation Before Exemptions

$320,649,383.00

Exemptions:
Blind Exemptions (3)
Elderly Exemptions (40)

2,974,300.00

Physically Handicapped

55, 100.00

Permanently Disabled

15,000.00

$45,000.00

SolarAVind Power

1

70,9 1 6.00

Total Exemptions

Net Valuation on Which Tax Rate

(3,260,316.00)
is

Computed:

-
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$317,389,067.00

Tax Rate Computation
TOWN

PORTION:

Appropriations

$2,295,040.00

Revenues
Less: Shares Revenues

(1,357,293.00)
(5,369.00)

Less:

56,159.00
49,900.00

Plus: Overiay

War
Net

Service Credits

Town Appropriation

$1,038,437.00
$3.27

Municipal Tax Rate

SCHOOL PORTION:
Due

$5,179,208.00

Local School

to

Less: Shared Revenues

Net School Appropriation

(63,852.00)

$5,115,356.00
$16.12

School Tax Rate

COUNTY PORTION:
Due

$467

County
Less: Shared Revenues
to

Net County Appropriation

,

1

07 .00

(3,338.00)

$463,769.00
$1.46

County Tax Rate

TOTAL TAX RATE
Total Property Taxes Assessed
Less:

War Service

$20.85
$6,617,562.00
(49,900.00)

Credits

Total Property Tax

Commitment

$6,567,662.00

$317,389,067.00

Net Assessed Valuation

8
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Tax Rate Analysis

1991

'Town

1991

Town

1992

-

1996

'County

1993

nSchool

1994

1995

1996

Tax Collector's Report
LEVY OF

CREDITS

DEBITS

1996

Taxes Committed to Collector
$6,57 1 ,546.00

Property Taxes

67,280.00

Land Use Change Tax

818.00

Yield Taxes

17,897.32

Over Payment on Property Taxes
Interest Collected

on
3,138.10

Delinquent Property Taxes
Interest Collected

on
335.80

Delinquent Land Use Change

$6,661,015.22

Total Debits

Remittances to Treasurer
$6,276,024.47

Property Taxes

45,1 30.00

Land Use Change Tax

818.00

Yield Taxes

3,138.10

Interest Collected (Property)
Interest Collected

Overpayment

335.80

(Land Use)

17,897.32

(Property)

(Property)
Abatement
Abatement
(Land Use)
Uncollected Land Use Change Tax
Uncollected Taxes - December 31, 1996
(Per Tax Collector's List)

1

1 1
1 1

,

1

00.00

,050.00

294,455.53

$6,661,015.22

Total Credits

LEVY OF

,066.00

1995

Uncollected Taxes

-

As of January

1,

1996
$256,087.36

Property Taxes

42,402 .40

Land Use Change Tax
Interest Collected

on
12,677.71

Delinquent Property Taxes
Interest Collected on

2,696.34

Delinquent Land Use Taxes

$313,863.81

Total Debits

Remittance to Treasurer
$256,087.36

Property Taxes

Land Use Change Tax

37,202.40

Interest Collected (Property)

12,677.71

Interest Collected

(Land Use)

5,200.00

Total Credits

313,863.81

Abatement

Grand Total Remitted
I

2,696.34

(Land Use)

to

$6,756,805.33

Treasurer

hereby certify that the above report

is

correct tot he best of

my knowledge

and

belief.

Respectfully submitted,

Jessi

Anastasi,

Tax Collector

10
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Summary of Tax Sale/Tax Lien Accounts
Fiscal

Debits
Balance - Beginning
January 1, 1995

Year Ended December

1995

31, 1996

1994

1993/Prior

Ojfice of the

Town Clerk

For the Year Ending December

31, 1996

Motor Vehicle Fees

$738,645.00

Fees

Title

2,690.00

Municipal Agent Fees

Dog

15,910.00

5,800.00

Licenses and Unlicensed Fines

Copy Fees
Boat Permit and Town Agent Fees

766.00

Certified

3,947.39

Boat State Agent Fees

354.00

Pole and Cable License Fees

30.00

Postage

11.30

UCC

Fees

Filing

1,572.75

Fees

15.00

Marriage License Fees
Articles

1,125.00

of Agreement Fees

Dredge and

Fill

5.00

30.00

Fees

Tax Lien Fees

150.00

$771,051.44

Paid to Treasurer

I

hereby certify that the above

is

correct according to the best of

my knowledge and belief.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda

S.

Jette,

Town Clerk

12

Treasurer's

Summary

For Year Ended December
(Unaudited)

Cash on Hand
General Account

Money Market
Investment

31, 1996

1986 Town Hall Bond Debt Schedule
For

Kimball Public Library
Treasurer's Report

January

Savings

-

Trustee Account:

Opening Balance

-

January

Receipts:

Non-Specific Gifts
Interest

1,

1996

1,

1996 to December 31, 1996

Salaries
Janice Ananian
Jessi Anastasi

William Ashford
Christina Barney

Drew Harwell
Laura Harwell

Corey Bell
Jeremy Bell
Kelley Bellmore
Carolyn BinHeidi Bisol

Ronald Caswell
Joseph Chamberlain
Cherie Chevalier
Dale Childs
Fred Childs
Robert Cianci
Jane Cole
Maurice Collins
David Consentino
JoAnn Consentino
Philip Consentino
Lucia Cusimano
Matt Dalton
John Daniels
Sarah DeRoche
Joseph DeRosa
John Desantis
Robert Desjardins
Adele Dillon

Ann Donahue
Robert Donovan
Sally

Dowd
Dowd

Vincent

Mary Duffy
Charles Earley

Timothy Fairfield
Tara Famsworth
Jill Fleming

Mark

Flycik

Jessica Fredrickson

Shirley Galvin

Charles George

George Georgian
Jeanette Gould
Brett Greenlaw
Cynthia Gunda
Trampas Guyette

Leah Hammer
Brian Hanlon
Jonathan Hoellrich
Darian Hollenbeck
Darrell Hollenbeck

Joan Houle
Jaime Ian
Stephen Isola
Brad Jeffrey
Linda Jette
Robert Jones
Joann Kiley
Dianne Kinney
Karen Kinney

$3,470.60

Detailed Vendor Payment List
Vendor

Detailed Vendor Payment List
Vendor

Detailed Vendor Payment List
Vendor

Detailed Vendor Payment List
Vendor

Municipal Budget Committee
The Budget Committee's recommended operating budget
a

2%

for

1997

is

$1,989,315.41. This reflects

decrease from the operating budget of 1996.

However, proposed warrant
dollar value of these articles
merit,

it is

articles this
is

year represent an entirely different situation. The total

over $1.1 million. Although

our job to properly asses their

fiscal

all

of the warrant articles presented had

impact on our tax

rate.

The town

currently has an

excess fund balance of $300,000 to $500,000 from previous tax years which will be used to offset
this impact.

we have an opportunity this year to make a significant investment in
dollars that we have already paid for. Taking this into consideration, the

Consequently,

capital projects with

budget committee has recommended $826,570 of money warrant

At the "Deliberative Session", March

15th, the voters will

have an opportunity

operating budget and warrant articles on town floor. These

budgets and warrant

In closing, the

articles will then

members of

the

their cooperation in presenting

75%

to

amend both

amended versions of

the

the operating

appear on the written ballot to voters on April 8th.

Budget Committee would

like to

thank the department heads for

budgets that reflect a true effort to keep spending in

residents of Atkinson for their support of our efforts. Please

represents approximately

articles.

We

of your tax dollar.

remember

strongly

line,

and the

that the school

budget

recommend

that

you become

familiar with the Timberlane School District proposed budget and attend the annual school district

meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian Boyle,
Chairman
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State Of New Hampshire

Town Of Atkinson
1997 Town Meeting Warrant
To the inhabitants of the Town of Atkinson in the
qualified to vote in Town Affairs --

County of Rockingham

in said State,

You are hereby notified to meet at the Dyke Auditorium of Atkinson Academy on Saturday the
fifteenth day of March next at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to deliberate upon the articles included in
the warrant.

You are also notified to meet on Saturday the twenty-second day of March at one o'clock in
the afternoon at Atkinson Town Hall for a final hearing on the wording of articles that will appear
on the

official ballot.

All voters are further notified to meet on Tuesday, the eighth day of April 1997 at 8:00 o 'clock
in the morning in the Atkinson Town Hall, to vote by official ballot on the election of town
officials and on all warrant articles. By vote of the Selectmen, the polls for the meeting will remain
open from 8:00 o'clock in the forenoon until 8:00 o'clock in the evening.

Article

1.

To choose

all

necessary officers for the coming year.

Shall the town modify the elderly exemptions from property tax in the Town of
Article 2.
Atkinson, based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers to be as follows: for a person 65 years
of age up to 75 years, $46,000; for a person 75 years of age up to 80 years, $69,000; for a person
80 years of age or older, $92,000? To qualify, the person must have been a New Hampshire
the real estate individually or jointly, or if the real estate is owned
by such person's spouse, they must have been married for at least 5 years. In addition, the
taxpayer must have a net income of not more than $13,400 or, if married, a combined net income

resident for at least 5 years,

own

of less than $20,400, including social security, and
excluding the value of the person's residence.

own

net assets of not in excess of $50,000

Recommended by

the

Board of Selectmen

An amendment to the Zoning Ordinance Article IX, Section 900 - Board of
Article 3.
Adjustment, by deleting Subsection 900:3(a). The purpose of this amendment is to eliminate a
conflict between Subsection 900:3(a) and Article IV, Section 490 - Reduction of Frontage
Requirements.
Existing Section 900:3(a) to be deleted: Waive the Residential district frontage or sidelines requirements where there are unusual conditions. In such cases, however, the average width of the lot
shall be equal to or greater than frontage requirements.
Existing Section 490 - Reduction of Frontage Requirements will remain.
490: 1 - The Board of Adjustment may reduce frontage requirements by no more than 33 and 1/3%
where street layouts and lot shapes may lend greater usage of the property under consideration,
provided, however, that at the building line, a distance of the required frontage is being met. This
means in an RR-3, 250' between lot lines; in an RR-2, 200' between lot lines; and in a TR-2 area,
200' between lot lines.

Recommended by
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the Planning

Board

Article 4.

An amendment

to Article III, Section 300, the Definition of

Wetlands by replacing

the existing definition with the State Definition to provide for consistency between the State of
Wetlands Definition and the Town of Atkinson.

NH

Wl

WETLANDS: Those areas of the Town that contain bodies of water (either man-made
Existing
or natural, fresh water marshes, perennial and intermittent streams, and soils classified as poorly or
very poorly drained. Such areas are to be defined by the High Intensity Soil Map Standards
developed by the Society of Soils Scientists of Northern New England in 1986, as amended, and
by the on-site soils investigation of a New Hampshire certified soils scientist.
Proposed change:

Wl WETLANDS:

Wetlands are those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground
frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do
support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.
Recommended by the Planning Board

water

at a

An amendment

410

Wetlands Zoning, Subsection 410:3 Wetland Boundaries to replace it with the State of NH Wetlands Delineation to provide for
consistency between the State of NH Wetlands Delineation and the Town of Atkinson.
Article 5.

to Article IV, Section

-

Existing Subsection 410:3 Wetland Boundaries:

be determined by the on-site investigation of New Hampshire
High Intensity Soil Map Standards developed by the Society of
Soil Scientists of Northern New England in 1986, as amended, and shall address the boundaries of
all wetlands as defined in Section Z300: Wl. In addition, the results of a visual inspection of the
vegetation and natural features of property extending 100 feet beyond the boundaries of the on-site
survey shall be provided in order to assure fulfillment of the purposes of this ordinance.
a.

Wetland boundaries

shall

certified soils scientist using the

The results of an on-site soils investigation of the subject property and of any visual
inspection of property contiguous to the subject property shall be placed on file with the Planning
Board. High Intensity Soil Map Standards shall be available from the U.S. Soil Conservation
Service Office in Exeter and shall be on file with the Planning Board, Town Clerk and

b.

Conservation Commission.

Proposed change:
Wetlands shall be delineated on the basis of hydrophytic vegetation, hydric soils, and wetlands hydrology in accordance with the techniques outlined in the Corps of Engineers Wetlands
Delineation Manual, Technical Report Y-87-1.
(a)

Delineations based on hydrophytic vegetation or hydric soils alone shall be sufficient for
projects that meet the criteria of Wt303.04, provided the vegetation or soil has not
been disrupted by artificial planting or past dredging or filling.
(b)

minimum impact

(c)
The hydric soils component of delineations produced under (a) or (b) above shall be
determined in accordance with the manual, Field Indicators for Identifying Hydric Soils in New
England (May 1, 1995), published by the New England Interstate Water Pollufion Control
Recommended by the Planning Board
Commission.

An amendment to Article VI, Section 610 - Low-Moderate Income Housing
Accommodation Incentive System, to replace Subsection 610:2(a), 3. The purpose of this
amendment is to correct the wording which, in its current form, is impossible to comply with.
Article 6.

Existing Subsection 610:2a, 3 - Qualification for Higher Density: 3.) The development must be
conditionally approved for federal and/or state assistance through a public housing assistance
program or for federal, state, or private assistance under the auspices of an IRS-approved, private,
non-profit housing agency.
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Proposed change:
'The low moderate dwelling units must be approvable to conform to federal guidelines pertaining
to federally funded housing for low/moderate income housing.'
Recommended by the Planning Board
to Article HI, Section 300, to add the Definitions of Enclosed Storage
(Mini-Warehouse) and recodify the remaining definitions. The
Facility
Storage
and Self-Service
distinguish between the types of storage facilities allowed.
is
to
amendments
purpose of these

Amendments

Article 7.

El
use;

-

ENCLOSED STORAGE:
El

Fully enclosed

(all sides)

become E2

with roof and ancillary to primary

ESSENTIAL SERVICES

And

to recodify the existing

S2

SELF-SERVICE STORAGE FACILITY (MINI-WAREHOUSE): A

-

definition to

-

one-story structure

containing separate, individual, and private storage spaces ranging in size between 30 and 400
square feet which is individually leased or rented for varying periods of time. Such facilities shall
be enclosed by a fence and shall be used for dead storage only, i.e. individuals leasing or renting
storage space may only pick-up and drop-off items for storage. Items prohibited from being stored

flammable liquids, hazardous or toxic chemicals or explosives (including fireworks)
and/or items that would create noxious or offensive odors, dust, noise or vibration. A business
office will be allowed for conducting the business; And to recodify the existing S2 definition to
include:

become S3

-

SERVICE ROADS AND/OR PRIVATE ROADS.
Recommended by

the Planning

Board

An Amendment to Article V, Secfion 510 - Permitted Uses Chart to specify zones
Article 8.
Storage, Interior Warehouse Storage and Self-Service Storage Facilities will be
Enclosed
where
of this amendment is to indicate in which zones the uses are allowed.
purpose
allowed. The
Enclosed storage, RR3-Y, RR2-Y, TR2-Y, TC-Y(3), CI-N, C-Y(4), CP-N.
Interior warehouse storage, RR3-N, RR2-N, TR2-N, TC-N, CI-Y(4), C-N, CP-Y(3,4).
Self-service Storage facility,

RR3-N, RR2-N, TR2-N, TC-N, CI-Y(4), C-Y(3,4), CP-N.
Recommended by the Planning Board

Amend Article VI - Rural Cluster Residential Development by eliminating Section
Article 9.
and Recreational Development and to recodify the subsequent sections
Residential
630, Planned
and add additional text to the end of Article 620:5 subparagraph (b) to
amend
and
to
accordingly,
within
the Golf and Sports Complex/Residential Subdistrict. The purpose of
units
elderly
allow for
an existing conflict between Sections 620 and 630 and to clarify
remove
to
amendment
is
this
and limitations on use and transference within the Golf and Sports
units
elderly
of
the
requirements
Complex/Residential Subdistrict.
Proposed change:
Delete, in its entirety. Section 630, recodify subsequent sections accordingly and add the following
additional text to the end of Article 620:5 (b):

comply with the requirement of the
private, non-subsidized adult and
for
provide
order
to
in
that
however,
TR-2
retirement housing alternatives, and where public or community water systems, and municipal,
public or community sewage treatments plants and services are available, the residential density
within a RRRCD shall be calculated on the basis of a one acre lot per four bedrooms] by replacing
adult and retirement with 'elderly and add:
'Elderly shall mean appropriately covenanted dwelling units which legally restrict, under the
provisions of the Federal Fair Housing Act, occupancy to persons (or their spouses) who are over

Amend

the Existing 620:5(b) [Residential unit density shall

District, provided,

'

'

'

the

age of 55 years.

ensure the use of elderly units only for such uses, the following covenants will be recorded on
each Deed to a Unit designated as 'elderly':

To
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This covenant shall be enforced by the Homeowner's Association.
This covenant shall run with the Unit/Lot and be binding on all successors-in-interest.
• (On Elderly Units) This Unit/Lot has been approved by the Atkinson Planning Board, on
the basis that it shall be used as the primary residence for and by persons over the age of fifty-five
(55) and their spouses, and as such, it shall so be used.
•
•

To

this end.
•
•

Units shall only be sold to Buyers (and their spouses)

who

execute an Affidavit

The Unit is to be such Buyers' immediate permanent residence; and
Such Buyers are not acquiring the Unit for purposes of or with the intent

that:

to resell or lease

such Unit to persons under the age of fifty-five (55); and
• At least one of the resident Buyers is or will be at the time of closing, in excess of fifty-five
(55) years of age.
This covenant shall run for the benefit of the Town of Atkinson, a municipal corporation, situated
in the State of New Hampshire and further shall benefit and shall be enforced by the Homeowners'
Association.

(The purpose of this amendment is to remove the existing conflicts between Sections 620 and 630
and to clarify the requirements of the Residential Cluster Developments.)
Recommended by the Planning Board
Article 10. Amend the Building Code Ordinance Section 620 - Fire Protection, subsection 620:
to adopt 35 additional Sections of the 1996 National Fire Protection Association Standards. The
purpose of this amendment is to provide continued protecfion, welfare and safety of the residents
of Atkinson.
Existing Section 620:1 - Fire Protection: All new construction or alterations shall conform to the
National Fire Protection Association Codes, with automatic acceptance of revisions as they are

made.

Proposed change:
'All new construction or alterations shall conform to the National Fire Protection Association
Codes adopted by the Town in 1978, with revisions adopted in 1996 and with the following
additional

NFPA
NFPA

NFPA Codes:

lOR:
13R:

Portable Fire Extinguishing Equipment in Family and Living Units.
Installation of Sprinkler systems in Residential Occupancies up to and including four
stories in height.

NFPA 16 A: Installation of Closed-Head Foam- Water Sprinkler Systems.
NFPA 17 A: Wet Chemical Extinguishing Systems.
NFPA 25:
Inspection, Testing and Maintenance of Water based Fire Protection Systems.
NFPA 30A: Automotive and Marine Service Station Code.
NFPA 30B: Manufacturing and Storage of Aerosol Products.
NFPA 43B: Storage of Organic Peroxide Formulations.
NFPA 52:
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) Vehicular Fuel Systems.
NFPA 55:
Storage, Use and Handling of Compressed and Liquefied Gases in Portable Cylinders.
NFPA 70E: Electrical Safety Requirements for Employee Workplaces.
NFPA 72:
National Fire Alarm Code.
NFPA 73:
Residential Electrical Maintenance Code for One and Two Family Dwellings.
NFPA 92A: Smoke-Control Systems.
NFPA 92B: Smoke-Management Systems in Malls, Atria and Large Areas.
NFPA 97:
Chimneys, Vents and Heat-Producing Appliances.
NFPA 99:
Health Care Facilities.
NFPA 99C: Gas and Vacuum Systems.
NFPA 101 A: Alternative Approaches to Life Safety.
NFPA 105: Installation of Smoke-Control Door Assemblies.
NFPA 150: Fire Safety in Racetrack Stables.
NFPA 170: Fire Safety Symbols.
Page 5

NFPA 22 1
NFPA 318:
NFPA 326:
NFPA 47
NFPA 472:
NFPA 473:
NFPA 750:
NFPA 912:
NFPA 914:
NFPA 1123:
NFPA 1 124:
NFPA 2001:
NFPA 8501
:

1

:

:

Fire Walls and Fire Barrier Walls.

Protection of Cleanrooms.

Safe Entry of Underground Storage Tanks.

Hazardous Materials Incidents.
to Hazardous Materials Incidents.
Competencies for EMS Personnel Responding to Hazardous Materials Incidents.
Installation of Water Mist Fire Protections Systems.
Fire Protection in Places of Worship.

Responding

to

Professional

Competence of Responders

Fire Protection in Historic Structures.
Fireworks Display.

Manufacture, Transportation and Storage of Fireworks.
Clean Agent Fire Extinguishing Systems.
Single Burner Boiler Operation.'

Recommended by

the Planning

Board

Article 11. Shall the Town increase the salaries of the Board of Selectmen by $500.00, from
$3,000.00 to $3,500.00 for the Chairman, and from $2,500.00 to $3,000.00 for each of the other
members of the Board?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee
12. Shall the Town give usage of 2.3 acres, more or less, said parcel comprising a
portion of a larger tract of land shown as Map 13, Lot 31, to the Joseph Kimball Charitable Trust
in exchange for the Joseph Kimball Charitable Trust giving unrestricted usage of .050-acres, more
or less, said parcel comprising a portion of a larger parcel shown on Map 13, Lot 31 to the Town
of Atkinson? Both parcels are owned by the Town of Atkinson.

Article

Recommended by
Article 13. Shall the

Town

raise

and appropriate up

to the

the

Board of Selectmen

sum of Four Hundred Seventy Two

A

new
to construct the following municipal improvements: (1)
Common; (2) the realignment of Academy Avenue at the intersection with Main Street; (3) a
new Public Works Garage and a structure for the storage of road salt, sand and grounds maintenance equipment and (4) related site improvements, said work to commence in 1997? This will be a

Thousand Dollars ($472,000.00)

Dow

non-lapsing account per

complete or

in

two

RSA

32:3,

VI and

years, whichever

will not lapse until the municipal

improvements are

is less.

Recommended by

the

Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee

Article 14. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of Seventy-eight Thousand
Dollars ($78,000.00) for the preparation of architectural and engineering design and construction
documents for (1) a new Fire Station and (2) improvements and expansion to the Kimball Public
Library, said engineering design work to commence in 1997? This will be a non-lapsing account
per RSA 32:3,VI and will not lapse until the engineering is completed or in two years, whichever
is less.

Recommended by

the

Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee

Article 15. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of Forty-eight Thousand Dollars
($48,000) to complete a second baseball field at Woodlock Park Recreation Area (Pope Road) in
the vicinity of the present brush dump, in accordance with the original grant proposal? This money
grant
is necessary to secure and protect the Twenty-five Thousand ($25,000.00) Dollar federal
money awarded to the Town of Atkinson in 1994. These federal funds, along with town matching
funds and contributions totaling Eighty-nine Thousand ($89,000.00) Dollars have already been
allocated to construct a building, baseball field, parking lot and trail system at Pope Field, per the
grant proposal. This is a non-lapsing account per RSA 32:3, VI and will not lapse until the ball
fields are completed or in two years, whichever is less. The breakdown of money is as follows:
$38,000.00
Construction of ballfield
$ 10,000.00
Blasting and ledge removal
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee
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16. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of Sixty Seven Thousand One
Hundred Seventy Six Dollars ($67,176.00) to rehabilitate 3,870 feet of Amberwood Drive to a
width of 22 feet? All work will be done under the supervision of the Road Agent.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee

Article

Article 17. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of One Hundred Thirty Six
Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty Three Dollars ($136,953.00) to rehabilitate 4,120 feet of Maple
Avenue, from Main Street to Wason Lane, to a width of 22 feet; and to shim and overlay 9,545
feet, from Wason Lane to the Hampstead Line? All work will be done under the supervision of the

Road Agent.

Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Not recommended by the Budget Committee
18. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of Fifty Two Thousand Nine
Fifty Four Dollars ($52,954.00) to rehabilitate 2,858 feet of Devonshire Road to a
width of 22 feet? All work will be done under the supervision of the Road Agent.

Article

Hundred

Recommended by

the

Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee

Article 19. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of One Hundred Two Thousand
Four Hundred Ninety Six Dollars ($102,496.00) to rehabilitate 5,280 feet of Providence Hill
Road to a width of 22 feet? AH work to be done under the supervision of the Road Agent.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Not recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 20. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of Twenty Four Thousand
Dollars ($24,000.00) to replace the five year old Town truck.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee

Town raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including
appropriations by special warrant articles, the amounts set forth on the budget posted with the
warrant, for the purposes set forth therein, totaling $1,989,315.41? Should this article be
defeated, the operating budget shall be $2,032,590.00, which is the same as last year, with certain
adjustments required by previous action of the town or by law or the governing body may hold one
special meeting in accordance with RSA 40:13, X and XVL to take up the issue of a revised
operating budget only.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee
Article 21. Shall the

Article 22. Shall the Town approve the purchase of a tax-mapping program included in an
agreement reached between the Board of Selectmen and AVITAR which calls for the following
payments:
1997
1998
$5,250
$5,250
further, to raise and appropriate the sum of Five Thousand Two Hundred Fifty Dollars
($5,250.00) for the 1997 fiscal year, such sum representing the first year costs attributable to the
purchase of the computerized tax-mapping program?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee

and

Article 23. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Two Thousand Eight
Hundred Eighty Nine Dollars ($22,889.00) to provide benefits including Dental Insurance, Disability Insurance, Life Insurance and Retirement to the town's eligible employees?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Not recommended by the Budget Committee
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Article 24. Shall the Town appropriate up to the sum of Twenty Five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) to purchase a new command car for the Fire Department; such sums to come from
the Fire Department's Capital Reserve Fund, established for the purpose of acquiring fire
equipment and vehicles as determined by the Board of Engineers' schedule of replacement?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee
Article 25. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000.00) to
reconstruct the parking lot at the rear of the Police Station? Work to be done will include the
following:
•
•

Remove and replace the base fill
Put down a base coat of binder

that is

now

in place

Put in place a top coat of hot top
Stripe the parking lot as to identify the proper parking procedures including locations
for the handicapped.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee
•
•

Article 26. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of Twenty Five Thousand
Dollars ($25,000.00) to take our turn to host a Hazardous Material Collection? A portion of this
money will be reimbursed through a grant available through the Department of Environmental
Services and by other participating towns.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee
Article 27. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of Eight Thousand One Hundred
Dollars ($8,100.00) to replace the ten year-old carpeting in Town Hall?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Not recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 28. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of Thirty-five Thousand Six Hundred
Ninety Six Dollars ($35,696.00) to install and maintain an irrigation, seed and fertilization program, to improve the existing parking lot and to install new fencing, all at Woodlock Recreation
Area (Pope Field)?

The breakdown of money
1 .)

is

as follows:

Existing minor league baseball field (located at the southeast
Install irrigation

Fertilization

system

4 times

a year

Seeding of field

Water

comer of Pope

for irrigation

$6,606.00

Sub-total
2.)

Field)

$4,930.00
396.00
980.00
300.00

New baseball field (under construction,

located at the southeast boundary line of
the tennis courts)

Pope

Field,

of Pope Road before

along the right side
Install irrigation system
Fertilization 4 times a year

Water

$5,390.00
400.00
300.00

for irrigation

$6,090.00

Sub-total

3

.

)

Improve the parking area (located

at the

western section of Pope Field)

$16,500.00

6 inch gravel
4.)

Replace fence along the perimeter of the
Cost of fencing

ballfields abutting the parking area

$6,500.00

$35,696.00

Total Cost

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Not recommended by the Budget Committee
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Article 29. Shall the Town raise and appropriate Five Thousand Five Hundred Dollars
($5,500.00) to replace the front porch and siding on the old Police Station?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Not recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 30. Shall the Town appropriate Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) to the Capital
Reserve Fund established to develop and equip a facility for the Atkinson Community Television,
such moneys to come from the revenue given to the Town by Harron Cablevision per the
Franchise Agreement?

Recommended by
Town

the

Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee

to the sum of Three Thousand Nine
swimming pool at the Atkinson Community Center?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee

Article 31. Shall the

Hundred Dollars ($3,900.00)

raise

to

fill

and appropriate up

in the

Article 32. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of Five Thousand Seven
Hundred Ninety Dollars ($5,790.00) to update the Town's Master Plan; and to authorize the
Atkinson Planning Board to apply for any funds which may be available to offset the costs of the
master plan?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee
Article 33. Shall the town authorize the disposition of the old Town truck by sale, bid or trade?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee
Article 34. Shall the town authorize the disposition of a police cruiser by sale, bid or trade?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee
Article 35. Shall the Town accept the following Perpetual Care Funds? Section in. Old - Frank
Kotler, Lot 29 - $200; Peter & Helen Moy, Lot 133, Shrubs only - $200; Winifred McGrath, Lot
83, Shrubs only - $200; Ann Leonardi, Lot 139, Shrubs only - $200; New Cemetery - Henrietta
Simpson, Lots 108 and 109 - $150; Christopher Jr. & Alice Muller, Lot 83 - $200; Fordyce and
Allan Williams - Lot 257, Shrubs only - $200; Joseph N. Cote, Lots 247, 248, 249, 250 - $250;

Una Mason

Collins Flower

Fund

-

$8,000.00.

Recommended by

the

Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee

Article 36. By petition of John Kiley, etal: "To see if the Town of Atkinson will vote to adopt
the following Code of Ethics Ordinance in accordance with RSA 31:39A, to take effect July 1,
1997:

Code of Ethics Ordinance
Declaration of Policy.
The proper operation of democratic government requires that public officials and employees be
independent, impartial and responsible to the people; that government decisions and policy be made
through the proper channels of governmental structure; that public office not be used for personal
gain; and that the public have confidence in the integrity of its government. In recognition of these
goals, a Code of Ethics for all town officials and employees is adopted in accordance with RSA

31:39A.
Election of Code of Ethics Committee.
The town will establish the Code of Ethics Committee consisting of three (3) persons. For the first
year, three at-large members, exclusive of elected and appointed town officials, town employees,
or relatives of such persons, and contractors or their employees who provide services to the town,
shall be appointed by the Town Moderator to serve from July 1, 1997 until the next annual town
elections. After the first year, members of the Code of Ethics Committee shall be an elected body
consisting of three (3) members at-large with staggered three-year terms, after the following initial
terms are completed:
Member at-large [one ( 1 ) year]
1 998 to 1 999
Member at-large [two (2) years]:
1998 to 2000

Member at-large

[three (3) years]:
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1998

to

200

in the Committee arise, the remaining members of the Code of Ethics Committee
citizen to serve out the remainder of the term year. At the following annual town
elections, a member at-large will be voted to serve out the remainder of the term.

Should a vacancy
will elect a

town

of the Code of Ethics Committee shall hold any other elective or appointive office,
board membership, commission membership or trusteeship. No member of the Code of Ethics
Committee shall be employed full or part time by the Town of Atkinson. Relatives of elected or
appointed town officials, town employees or contractors or their employees who provide services
to the town shall not be allowed to serve on the Committee.

No member

Purpose.
The purpose of this code

is to establish guidelines for ethical standards of conduct for all officials
and employees by setting forth those acts or actions that are incompatible with the best interests of
the town and by directing disclosure by such officials and employees of private financial or other

interests in matters affecting the town.

Investigatory power.
The Code of Ethics Committee may require of any member of town govemment to appear before it
and give such information as it may require in relation to this office, its function and performance.
The Code of Ethics Committee shall give at least forty-eight (48) hours' written notice of the
general scope of the inquiry which is to be made to any person it shall require to appear before it
under this section. The Code of Ethics Committee, for this purpose, may administer oaths and
require the production of evidence.
Definitions.

As used

in this ordinance, the following terms shall

BOARD

-

Any

Selectmen or

have the meanings indicated:

board, committee or commission, permanent or special, established by the

New Hampshire

law.

COMPENSATION - Any money, gift, thing of value or economic/pecuniary benefit conferred on
or received by any person in return for services rendered or to be rendered by himself or another.
FAMILY - Includes his or her spouse, parents, grandparents, children, grandchildren, brothers,
sisters or similar step relations and the parents, grandparents, children, grandchildren, brothers,
sisters or similar step relations of the member's spouse.
INTEREST - Any legal or equitable interest, whether or not subject to an encumbrance or a
condition, which is owned or held, in whole or in part, jointly or severally, directly or indirectly, at

any time during the calendar year.
•
Any interest in any stock or similar security, pre-organization certificate or subscription,
investment contract, voting trust certificate, limited or general partnership or joint venture, business
trust or certificate of interest or participation in a joint profit-sharing agreement or in an oil, water,
gas or other mineral royalty or lease or any other equity or beneficial interest, however, evidenced,
which entitles the owner or holder thereof to receive or direct any part of the profits from or to
exercise any part of the control over a business entity, as well as any interest which, conditionally
or unconditionally, with or without consideration, is convertible thereto.
•
Any interest in any note, bond, debenture or any other evidence of creditor interest.
•
Ownership of land within two hundred (200) feet of any land being discussed.
•

Acting as an agent or holding fiduciary

interest.

present or past (within the previous twelve-month period) employer/employee relationship.
(Also referred to as 'member') - Any elected or appointed
OF
official, board member or town employee, whether full- or part-time, permanent or temporary,
including those employed by the town and paid by federal or state assistance programs and
•

Any

MEMBER

TOWN GOVERNMENT

including but not limited to all town employees. Selectmen, Budget Committee members. Cable
Television Committee members, Checklist Supervisors, Code of Ethics Committee members,

Conservation Commission members, Rockingham Planning Commission members. Library
Trustees, Planning Board members, Recreation Committee members, the Town Clerk/Tax
Collector, the Town Moderator, the Treasurer, the Trustees of the Trust Funds, Zoning Board of
Adjustment members and members of any other town boards, commissions or committees,
including those yet to be established.
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RESPONDENT - A member of town
Ethics

Committee

government named

as an inquiry or alleging a violation of the

in a petition

submitted to the Code of

Code of Ethics.

Prohibited Conduct.
A.) It is in violation of this code for any member to:
(1.) In his or her official capacity, introduce, discuss, deliberate, approve or vote upon any
matter in which he or she or any member of his or her family has an interest known to said

member.
(2.) Knowingly enter

any discussion, testimony or deliberation without first, publicly and
and possible conflicts that may exist
between said member and his or her family, the principals and the issue under deliberation, as may
be known by the member.
(3.) Knowingly participate in the conduct of business of the town without disclosing all conflict
into

for the record, stating all dealings, interests, relationships

of interest questions.
(4.) Knowingly use town property or labor for personal use.
(5.) Knowingly use town property or labor to influence the political cause of any candidate for
puljlic office or any political party. Nothing in the foregoing sentence shall prevent political
candidates or parties from holding public meetings on town-owned property in town-owned
buildings or prevent a member from exercising and carrying out the responsibilities and obligations
of his or her office or position of employment.
(6.) Use any information acquired through or by virtue of his or her official position for his or
her pecuniary benefit or for the pecuniary benefit of any other person or business. The foregoing
does not apply to information available to the general public.
(7.) Otherwise than as provided by law for the proper discharge of his or her official duties,
directly or indirectly request or receive any compensation from anyone other than the town in
relation to any particular matter in which the town is a party or has a direct and substantial interest.
(8.) Otherwise than as provided by law for the proper discharge of his official duties, directly or
indirectly promise or offer such compensation as referred to in this code.
(9.) Knowingly accept a gift with a value in excess of five dollars ($5.00), or allow acceptance
of such a gift by a family member from any individual, group or corporation knowingly dealing
with an area of town government in which the member has an interest or jurisdiction. The
foregoing does not apply to gifts from family members.
(10.) Knowingly give false information conceming dealings, interests, relafionships and possible
conflicts to the various supervisors, boards, commission and committees and the Selectmen.
(11.) Knowingly fail to cooperate with the Code of Ethics Committee or other investigating
authority in the investigation of any complaint alleging a violation of the tenets of this code.
(12.) Knowingly sign a purchase order where there is a prior or present pecuniary interest with
the vendor(s).

B.)

No elected or appointed officer or employee, whose

town treasury

salary

is

paid in whole or in part from the

appear in his official capacity on behalf of a private interest before any town
board. Selectmen, however, may appear without compensation on behalf of constituents or in the
performance of public or civic obhgations.
C.) No elected or appointed official or employee whose salary is paid in whole or in part from the
town treasury shall represent private interests, other than his or her own, in any actions or
proceedings against the interest of the town in any litigation to which the town is a party.
D.) No town official or employee shall claim to act on behalf on the Selectmen, boards or
departments without prior authorization from said body or department.
E.) No elected or appointed official shall voluntarily participate with any person(s) initiating
claims or lawsuits against the Town of Atkinson or any of its departments. The foregoing does not
apply to personal or family-related lawsuits.
shall

Exclusions.
A.) The prohibition against gifts or favors shall not apply to an occasional non-pecuniary gift,
insignificant in value, or an award publicly presented in recognition of public service or any gift
which would have been offered or given to him or her if he or she was not a member.
B.) It shall not be a violation for elected members to accept donations for the express purpose of
financing a political campaign, provided that such contributions are reported in accordance with all
local, state and federal laws pertaining to such donations or services and/or financial value.
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C.) The mere purchase of goods or non-professional services (services from other than attorneys,
engineers, architects and surveyors) from a person or business in the ordinary course of that
person's or business' retail or service business shall not prevent a member from introducing,
discussing, approving or voting upon a matter which relates to that person or business.
D.) Those actions taken as part of the legislative process are exempt from the provisions stated
herein. Legislative actions concerning the granting of specific contract awards and/or actions
designed to benefit one (1) identified or identifiable individual specific group of individuals are not

exempt.

Procedures for Inquiries and Alleged Violations.
Any person or group may petition the Code of Ethics Committee

to make a ruling on a situation
which may or may not constitute a violation.
A.) A petition must be in writing, signed and dated and include the name and address of each
petitioner. Business owners submitting a petition must also include the name and address of the
business. The petition must be filed with the Town Clerk, who shall promptly forward a copy to
the Code of Ethics Committee. The original petition shall remain on file in the Town Clerk's office.
B.) The person submitting the petition to the Town Clerk must complete a Petitioner Information
Form. This person shall be notified of the date the Code of Ethics Committee will address the
petition and shall be requested to attend this meeting.
C.) After appropriate investigation, the Code of Ethics Committee shall, within thirty (30) days of
the petition having been taken up by the Committee, make a finding on the inquiry or alleged
violation. If necessary, the Code of Ethics Committee may vote to extend its invesfigatory period
up to a maximum of ninety (90) days from when the matter is first presented to the Committee as
an agenda item.
D.) Pursuant to RSA 31:39a, knowingly violating this code shall be grounds for disciplinary
action if founded by a majority vote of the Code of Ethics Committee.
E.) Findings as to employees shall be forwarded to the respondent and Selectmen for appropriate
action in accordance with applicable personnel policies and procedures and union contract

requirements. Findings shall include supporting arguments.
F.) Findings as to elected and appointed members (excluding town employees) shall be forwarded
to the respondent and Selectmen with a recommendation for removal or censure, if appropriate.
Findings shall include supporting arguments. The Selectmen shall have authority to order removal
of or censure said elected or appointed members.
G.) The Selectmen shall have forty-five (45) days from the date a finding is submitted to the
appropriate office to act on the Code of Ethics Committee decision.
H.) If the Selectmen determine, by a majority vote, that removal is warranted, the elected or
appointed member shall be given the opportunity to resign. If said member chooses not to resign, a

remove

be filed with the Superior Court.
alleged to have violated this code is entitled to a public hearing, with notice
posted in two (2) public places for seven (7) days by the Ethics Committee, said member may call
witnesses on his or her behalf and may retain representation by legal counsel at his or her own
expense if he or she so chooses.
petition to
I.)

shall

Any member

in this code shall be construed to prohibit any person from petitioning the Superior Court
remove a member of government on the ground that the violation in question warrants removal.
A respondent may request that the Code of Ethics Committee make a ruling on any petition that is
withdrawn or invalidated. If such a request is made, the Code of Ethics Committee shall complete

Nothing
to

an investigation pursuant

to the

procedures described herein.

Distribution of Code of Ethics.
elected, appointed or engaged shall be furnished with a copy of this
entering
upon the duties of office or employment. Failure to be furnished a
Code of Ethics before
grounds
for relief from observing the requirements of this code.
copy of this code shall not be

Each member and employee

Exemption period.

Any member

1, 1997, shall be
days."
provisions of this ordinance for a period of thirty-one (31)

elected, appointed or

engaged before July

exempt from

the

Not recommended by the Board of Selectmen
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Article 37. Shall the

Town

prohibit hunting in the

Woodlock Park Recreation Area?

Recommended by
Article 38.
'No Hunting
the

By

Petition of

the

Board of Selectmen

etal: - "To Post the Town Land (behind Robie Lane)
Area' (To hang the signs along the Residential side of
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen

Maureen Gray,

in this Direction: Residential

Town Land only.)"

Article 39. Shall the Town accept two parcels of land, donated by Arthur Bonin, located on
Sleepy Hollow Road and identified as Map 3, Lot 31; and Map 3, Lot 47?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Article 40. Shall the

Town

accept Dearborn Ridge Drive as a town road?

Recommended by
Article 41. Shall the

Town accept Far View Hill Road Extension as
Recommended by

the

Board of Selectmen

a town road?

the

Board of Selectmen

Town amend the Cemetery Rules and Regulations as recommended by the
Cemetery Trustees as follows:
No. 9 - Delete 'Stretch Limousines', and replace with 'No vehicle with a wheel-base longer
than 270 inches.'
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Article 42. Shall the

Article 43. Shall the Town adopt the following ordinance relative to a winter parking ban?
'It shall be unlawful to park any vehicle on any public street or highway in the Town of
Atkinson between the hours of 12 midnight and 7:00 a.m. from November first to April first.
Further, it shall be unlawful at any time of day to park any vehicle on any street during snow
removal operations in such a manner as to hinder snow removal. Violators will be fined Twenty
Dollars ($20.00) for each occurrence, and said vehicle will be towed and its owner will be
responsible for all towing and storage fees.'
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Article 44. Shall the Town authorize the Police Department to sell its old radar unit to another
Police Department? All funds received will be deposited into the town's General Account.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee
the Town will vote to confirm the
Boylan Terrace, Chase Island Road,
Hemlock Heights Road, Hemlock Shore Drive, Palmer Road and Ledge Road."
Without recommendation of the Board of Selectmen

Article 45.

By

Petition of Paul McKallagat, etal.

classification of the following roads as Class

Article 46. Shall the
as an office?

Town

-

"To

see

if

V Town Roads:

grant permission to Family Meditation to use the old Police Station

Recommended by

the

Board of Selectmen

Article 47. By Petition of John F. Kiley, etal: - "To see if the Town of Atkinson will vote to
place an appropriate dedication plaque in the lobby of the Atkinson Police Station with the names
of the citizens, including public officials, involved in the reconstruction of this building."
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Article 48. By Petition of Brian J. Boyle, etal: - "To see if the Town will vote to accept the
following roads as Town Roads: Windmill Lane and Moccasin Path, both of which are located
within the subdivision known as Providence Hill Farms."
Not Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
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By Petition of John F. Kiley, etal: - "To see if the town of Atkinson will vote to
moderator to appoint a committee to update the town 'master plan and capital
improvement plan' in order to formulate a 'growth ordinance' for the town of Atkinson. The
committee to consist of five (5) citizens at-large, excluding elected and non-elected officials and
town employees. The committee will hold at least two (2) public hearings and bring the 'growth
Article 49.
instruct the

ordinance' to the 1998

Town Meeting."
Not Recommended by the Board of Selectmen

Article 50. Shall the Town adopt the provisions of RSA 202-A:4-d authorizing the Kimball
Public Library Trustees to accept gifts of personal property, other than money, which may be
offered to the library for any public purpose, provided, however, that no acceptance of personal
property by the library trustees shall be deemed to bind the town or library trustees to raise,
appropriate or expend any public funds for the operation, maintenance, repair or replacement of
such personal property?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Article 51. Shall the Town authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Selectmen
pursuant to RSA 33:7 and 33:7A or otherwise, to hire such sums of money as may be needed in
anticipation of taxes.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen

Given under our hands

this

twenty fourth day of February, 1997.

Atkinson Board

of

Selectmen

JOSEPH DEROSA, Chairman

BARBARA L STEWART
FRED

J

CHILDS, JR.

A True Copy Attest:
Atkinson Board

of
Selectmen

JOSEPH DEROSA, Chairman

BARBARA L STEWART
FRED
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J

CHILDS, JR.

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION

Form MS-7

MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION
RO. Box 457
Concord,

NH 03302-0457

(603)271-3397

BUDGET FORM FOR TOWNS WHICH HAVE ADOPTED THE
PROVISIONS OF THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET LAW

BUDGET OF THE TOWN

Atkinson

OF

Appropriations and Estimates of Revenue for the Ensuing Year January

From

19

IMPORTANT: Please read
It

thie

new RSA

When
clerk,

,

1

9 97

to

December 31,1 9 97

or for Fiscal Year

19

to

32:5 applicable to

all

municipalities.

tfiis budget be prepared on a "gross" basis, sfiowing
must be held on this budget.

requires

fiearing

1

N.H.

all

revenues and appropriations. At least one public

completed, a copy of the budget must be posted with the warrant. Another copy must be placed on
to the Department of Revenue Administration at the address above.

file

with the town

and a copy sent

THIS

BUDGET SHALL BE POSTED WITH THE TOWN WARRANT
RSA 31:95 and

Budget Committee: (Please sign

/-> Date

in ink)

N:

(Rev. 1993)
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February

^^ ^
.

19,

J/i. /

32:5

1997
.<

^

<^

MS-7

MS-7

MS-7

Notes

Notes

Notes

Notes

Detailed Vendor Payment List
Our Designs, Inc.
Overhead Door Co.
Oxford

U Press,

Inc.

Oxmoor House
Page

Palmer Gas
Judy Pancoast
Josh Panneton
Lou Panneton
Susan Paradis

Auto Repair
Susan Parker
Parkland Medical Center
Carrie Stuart Parks

John Paszko
Pebsco
People
Pepsi Cola Bottling Co.

Photo Stop, Inc.
Physio Control
Kathy Pigeon

Rockingham/Cty. Chiefs of Police
Rockingham County Treas.

Rockingham Planning Comm.
Rockingham Trophy & Gifts
Rockingham Visiting Nurse Assoc.
John Rockwell
Stephen Roderick
Joseph Rodio

Ross Express, Inc.
Ross Graphics

RSVP
S&R Wholesale

6.50

35.00
24.00
1,741.98
1,104.92
1,475.00
745.47

Pignatiello

Pike Industries, Inc.

TPine

Bowes
Plaistow Custom PC
Pitney

Plaistow Stationers
Gravel
Plourde Sand

&

S&S

Dist.

Samson Fastener

Wanda

Scholl

Co., Inc.

5,376.36

James Schultz

Poland Spring

1,025.15

Mariellen Scavongelli

Polaroid

875.00
30.00
21.84
7,065.16
398.00
750.00

Seasonal Equipment, Inc.

Co

Inc.

Porters Blacksmith, Inc.

Positive Start Realty
- Atkinson
Powerphonelnc.
Pregnancy Care Center
EJ Prescott
Ryan Prokop
Dick Prunier

Postmaster

Public Service of

NH

Psychotherapy Assoc, Inc.

Name

Plate, Inc.

Quill Corp.

1,007.47

Quinlan Publishing Co., Inc
Concrete Ent., Inc.

R A K Industries

66.80
9,797.25
125.00
453.85
243.00
815.41

RAM

2,494.00

R&M

Chapter lAAI
Radio Shack
Radisson Inn

R.I.

Printing, Inc.

7 1 .02
12.50
11.30
145.30

14.50

85.83
54.60
10.00

914.00
25.00
64.39
5,469.75
142.71

ServiceMaster

156.00

Seventeen
Sexual Assault Support Services

525.00

Cary Simmons

Inc.

Architect

Smith's Fire Equipment, Inc.

Michael Smith

16.95

19.97

Simon & Schuster, Inc.
The Simple Series
Skelley Motor Co.
Timothy Slavitt
Mr. Timothy Small

-

475.20
7,038.00
639.66

John Serratore
Robin Serratore

Richard Sherburne,
Sherwin-Williams
Robert Sidney
Phillip Signorino

21

12,425.00

2,065.50

ShawmutBank

380.44

10.00

467, 1 07.00

Senter Auto Supply

Shape Magazine

31.75
300.00
327.84
200.00
137.33

Edward Pytlak
Quality

1,870.35

1,500.00

1,436.24
18.97

James Saltzman
Inc.

1,247.00

98.00
200.00

Art-Crafts

Schaab

59.00
44.00
7.50
263.76
126.57
32.50

1,842.25

Betty Rollins
Romagnoli Publication

1,015.83

15.00
11.84

Rockingham County Admin.
Rockingham Comm. Action

427.50
50.00
595.00
259.35

Phil's Signs

Inc.

John Rigattieri
River Valley Supply Co., Inc.
Rivers Engineering Corp.
Donald Roberts

2,966.03

Karen Pettorulo

22.00
531.50
200.68
42.96

Arthur Richert

822.87

Camera Corp.

Sewer Service

Thomas

Resources of NH,
Mildred Reynolds
Leah Ribak

1,127.90

W D Perkins
Pete's

102.74
28.91

Carol Regan
Regan Ford
Reiman Publications

29.00
23.97
300.00
484.00
325.00
500.00
34.88
19,451.36
89.57

Paris

Perfecta

Lawrence Randall
Reads Program

327.41

Parents

124.10

884.55
88.50

447.49
408.00
2,899.35
75.00
30.00

New England

Pagenet

Payment

Vendor

Payment

Vendor

75,425.00
644.00
149.85

798.00
2.00

5,785.80
455.97
109.95

518.38
200.00
1,500.00
310.00
1,753.00

Detailed Vendor Payment List
Vendor

Summary

1996 Town Meeting

-

March

1996

16,

Ballot Voting

Article 2.

Adoption of Senate

Article 3.

Two

Article 4.

Clarification of Frontage Requirements

Article 5.

Correction of conflicting zoning ordinances
Thirds Majority Required)

Article 6.

Conservation Approval Requirement Deleted

Article

Charles George,

1.

Bill

No. 2

Year Road Agent's Term

Martin M. Feuer, Daniel

Jr.,

W.

Bergeron

J

-

-

Passed (Yes 728;

-

Passed (Yes 767:
-

No

No

Defeated (Yes

569)

514;

Defeated (Yes 404;

-

303)

308)

Defeated (Yes 440;
-

No

No
No

508,

Two-

645)

Norris and David J Rockwell elected Fence Viewers

Edward A. Stewart

Stewart, Sr., and

elected Surveyors of

Wood

and

Lumber.

Motion

to

change the order of articles to put Article 16 before Article 15

-

Defeated

Article 7.

Town

Article 8.

Tax Collector's Salary Range - Amendment to change 20 hour work week
work week - Defeated. Range of $15,000 to $22,000 - Passed

Article 9.

Cable Television Salaries. Motion

Clerk's Salary

Range

-

Amended

Motion of $2,032,590

Article 10. Budget.

-

to

to

range of $35,000 to $41,000

pay production personnel

House

-

$13,740 for bike paths on East Road

down

Article 14. Appropriate

Article 15. Raise

-

Cemetery

hour

Passed

for expansion

-

Passed

Tabled (Plaistow and Hampstead had

their share.)

$18,000 for Cable Television Capital Reserve

$175,000

to 19

Passed

Article 12. Raise $2,000 to clear portion of land at rear of old

turned

Passed

Passed

Article 11. Raise $2,200 for repairs to 1892 Hearse

Article 13. Raise

-

-

to

purchase land

in Industrial

-

Passed

Park and build

Town

Garage; amended
- Passed

to $60,000, direct selectmen to pursue purchase of land in non-residential area

Article 16.

Motion

to raise

$150,000

to construct

Town Garage - Tabled

Moderator's advisory for request for secret ballot of Articles 15, 16, and 17 was overlooked. Votes
cast improperly. Mr. Kiley challenged Moderator's decision. Override vote passed unanimously.
Article 17.

Motion

Motion

Sawyer Avenue land for conservation purposes amended to exclude usage of
town owned land on Sawyer Avenue for placement of a Town Garage - Passed

to table

-

Defeated

to designate

-

23

-

Summary

-

1996 Town Meeting

Challenge to Moderator to prohibit secret ballot

Passed

-

Kachanian Land

Tabled

Article 18. Raise

$250,000

Article 19. Raise

$10,000 for conceptual design of Town

Article 20. Raise

$10,000 for Sawyer Avenue Capital Reserve

to purchase

-

Common Complex

-

Passed

Passed

-

Betty Rollins given Recycling Volunteer of the Year Award.
to reclaim

2,000 feet of lower Maple Avenue

Article 21. Raise

$76,249

Article 22. Raise

$31,614 to reclaim 1,807

feet

of Upland Lane

Article 24. Raise $25,123 to reclaim 1,523 feet of Far

$20,066 to reclaim 1,145

Passed

Robie Lane and Green Hill Drive

Article 23. Raise $16,499 to reclaim 1,000 feet of

Article 25. Raise

-

feet of

View

Hill

Woodside

Road

Way

-

Article 27. Authorization to dispose of police cruiser

by

Passed

Passed

-

Road

sale, bid or trade

Program

Article 28. Raise

$200

Article 29. Raise

$10,000 for preliminary work and reviewing available

for support of Retired Senior Volunteer

-

Passed

Article 26. Raise $98,181 to reconstruct 2,700 feet of Providence Hill

-

Defeated

-

-

-

-

Defeated

Passed

Passed

sites for

new Town Garage

Tabled

$61,248 to renovate old building at Community Center. Amendment to include
provisions for material and performance bonds - Defeated. Original article - Passed

Article 30. Raise

Article 31. Raise

$5,200 to fund Professional Circuit Rider

Article 32. Raise

$300

to

to aide the

pay Trustees of Trust Fund Bookkeeper

Article 33. Discontinue portion of

Emery Drive

-

-

Acceptance of Perpetual Care Funds

Article 35.

Amendment

Article 36.

Adoption of Underground Propane Gas Tank Ordinance

Article 37.

Adopt ordinance requiring Commercial

-

-

Passed

Passed

Passed

Article 34.

-

Passed

of Cemetery Rules and Regulations

Article 38. Authorization for Treasurer to hire

Planning Board

-

24

-

Passed

Fire Safety Inspection

sums of money

Passed

Passed

-

Passed

as needed in anticipation of taxes

Department

&
Committee Reports

Building Inspector
Building in 1996 steadily increased. Previously approved subdivisions and various other building
lots contributed to a total value of building permits issued to reach an estimated high of
$8,1 19,259.00, which is up approximately $2,000,000 from 1995 permit values. Our inventory of
low-moderate homes built this year was increased by 3.

Resident Reminder:
1.) Make application for your building permit early. Your application must be reviewed and
signed off by all inspectors. Inspectors are available on Monday evenings to discuss your plans
and review the necessary drawings. Some building applications must be referred to the Zoning
Board and some applications for additions may require existing septic systems to be increased in

their size.

This takes time, even months.

PLEASE PLAN AHEAD.

2.) All issued permits require conformance with the
prior to issuance of a Certificate of Completion.

newly adopted

Street

Numbering Ordinance

3.)-

Pools require Electrical Permits.

4.)

All projects, other than ordinary repair, require a permit. That includes reroofing and sheds.

Driveways require a review and permit by the Town Road Agent. Application can be
the Selectmen's Office. Please allow time for his review prior to completion.
5.)

made

1996 Building Permits were issued for the following:

NUMBER OF PERMITS**

TYPE
New Homes

50

Foundations

53

Condominiums

8
15

Garages/carports
Additions
Alterations

7
16
10
8
12
12
2
2
18
6

Remodeling
Decks/Pore he s
Sheds
Pools
Barns
Greenhouse/Farmstand
Reroof

Commercial
**List of 1996 Building Permits

is

available in the

Code Enforcement Office
Respectfully submitted,

Robert Jones,
Building Inspector,
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for public review.

in

.

Building Needs Committee
1996 was the most intense year in a decade for the Building Needs Committee. The mandate to
the Town Garage became the first order of business. Building Needs proceeded to
thoroughly investigate the parcel of land suggested by the 1996 Town Meeting. This land was
determined to be physically unsatisfactory and the recommendation was made to the Board of
Selectmen to terminate the Town's option. Inquiries were made through the Selectmen's Office to
owners of Industrial properties with no viable responses to date.

move

Meanwhile, we continued to be engaged in the largest project yet - the Dow Common Complex. In
purchasing the former George Wright property, the 1995 Town Meeting made it possible to
consolidate and expand our municipal facilities in the center of Town, as well as making some
much-needed changes to Academy Avenue. This proposal will encompass a redesign of the
intersection of Academy Avenue and Main Street (Route 121), recommended by the State of New
Hampshire in 1986; redesign of the Dow Common; building a new Fire and Rescue Center; and
expansion of the Kimball Library and cemeteries. While developing the conceptual plans for this
project, it was determined that there would also be enough room for a Town Garage facility on the
rear of the site.

The Building Needs Committee has encouraged the active participation of all involved agencies:
Cemetery Trustees, Fire Department, Highway Department, Historical Society, Library Trustees,
Planning Board and Board of Selectmen. This cooperative effort has resulted in putting four
articles before the

1997

Town

Meeting.

Kimball Trust Land Swap - In order to develop the Dow Common Complex as proposed, it
minimal portions of land with the Kimball Trust. With the agreement of
all local parties, the Town will present the proposed swap to the New Hampshire Charitable Trusts
which administers the Kimball Trust.
1

will be necessary to trade

Construction contract documents and site work for the area, and redesign of the Academy
Street intersection - In an attempt to minimize the disturbance to the area, we are
proposing that the common, intersection and rough 'dirt work' for the entire site be done in 1997.
To that end we have had discussions with the State Highway Department and expect their approval
of the engineering by Town Meeting. The engineering of the project will also be complete by Town
Meeting and work will begin upon passage of the article.
2.

Avenue/Main

Construction of a new Town Garage facility on the rear of the property - This will be the only
structure proposed for 1997. This will enable the Town to honor its 1992 agreement (twice
3

extended) with the Timberlane Regional School District to vacate the existing
belongs to the school district.

Town

Garage, which

Engineering and contract documents for the Fire and Rescue Center and Library expansion These facilities are proposed for the next phases of this project, and we believe bid prices should
be proposed to future Town Meetings for passage.

4.

The Building Needs Committee wishes

to thank all of those who have so generously donated their
time and ideas to the development of the Dow Common Complex concept in 1996, and look
forward to getting to know each other much better through the work ahead in 1997!

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Snicer
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Cemetery Trustees
said that, 'The proof of the pudding is in the eating', so it would seem that a comparison of the
appearance of the cemeteries and the state of their plot plans and records from 1991 to the present
time would be proof enough of what the various Board of Cemetery Trustees have been able to
accomplish, but only with the support of its budget and warrant articles by the voters of this Town!
It's

Hopefully, the one remaining eye sore (Old Cemetery) will be eliminated by a 'wall job' someday,
which was the only article rejected.

The new
gifts

iron gate and the cleaning of the monuments in the Old Cemetery were most appreciated
from the Atkinson Historical Society, gifts which certainly enhanced its charisma.

The general maintenance of the two Cemeteries

will be routine, so that the Trustees can put most of
expansion of the Cemetery to adjoin with the existing ones. When
completed, this present Board of Cemetery Trustees requests that the expansion be laid out with
every lot identified with permanent metal markers, numbered and forever legible. Roadways
should be wide enough to eliminate trespassing, especially on the radii. This expansion will be
expensive, which is the reason for the recent increase in lot prices. This expansion is necessary so
please support it.
their efforts into planning the

resting place of those who came before us and stayed to rest
Atkinson that the Cemetery Trustees are proud to care for.

The

among

us, is a section

of

Respectfully submitted,

Una

Collins,

Chairman

Conservation Commission
the second Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.
Additional special Meetings are scheduled as needed. All meetings are public and

The Atkinson Conservation Commission meets on
at the

Town Hall.

any interested Atkinson resident

is

welcome

to attend.

During the past year the Commission has reviewed plans for single parcel and proposed
subdivision applications with potential wetland impact. Site walks were done on all applications
before the commission and recommendations were made to the Atkinson Planning Board and the
N.H. State Wetlands Council. In addition, a site walk was conducted on the land for the second
nine holes of the golf course.

Upon Chet Ladd's move to Florida, the commission voted to make him a life
member in recognition of the work and valuable knowledge he contributed to
Henderson was appointed as Town Forester to replace Chet Ladd.
Other

the

Town. Doug

Town lands, conservation lands and recreation land have been marked on a cover
Town Tax Maps. This is now available as an easy reference. All town boundaries

activities

sheet for the

time, non-voting

-

have been walked and marked. A contribution of $250.00 was made to the Garden Club for one
of their bird garden projects. Under Doug Henderson's supervision the trail on conservation land
behind the Community Center was cleaned and improved as an Eagle Scout Project.
Respectfully submitted,

Jane Gaudette Jones,
Secretary
-
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Fire Department
The Atkinson

Fire Department has been very busy again this year. The members have totaled over
10,000 hours in training and in responding to fire and medical emergencies, throughout town and
neighboring communities.

Many members have advanced

their skills in both fire and emergency medical services by attending
various courses throughout the year. They volunteer their time to educate themselves unselfishly to
be the best they can in the fire service.

am very proud of all our members and will try to continue to provide them with the tools they
need to perform their various duties in the hope of protecting life and property for all residents
I

within our town.

We

are looking forward to the possibility of building a new station in 1998. You will be presented
with the building plan at a town meeting this year. The plan was prepared by the Building Needs
Committee and has the full support of the fire department. They have worked extremely hard to
bring the people a workable and reasonable project. Special thanks to Fire Captain John Rockwell
for representing the fire department on this very important project.

There is one small but important task that all residents can do to help us do our job more efficiently
and flawlessly, that is number your house so it is visible from the street. Any delay in our response
may be the difference between life and death. You may take this lightly, until we can't quickly find
you in your time of need.

We thank the residents for the continued support throughout the years, and for the cards and letters
that are received

by the membership.

The

fire department is accepting applications for all those interested in volunteering your time and
help to protect your neighbors. Applications can be picked up at the fire station on Monday
evenings.

Chief, I will take a moment to thank all the members of the fire department for their continued
support and dedication to the community. Also, to the fine group of fire and association officers,
that work very hard throughout the year to provide professional training and guidance to all
members. My thanks also to the various Town Officials, i.e. Selectmen, Planning Board, for
seeing that fire protection has not been compromised in this wonderful, growing community.

As

Thank you, and have a

fire safe year.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael E. Murphy,
Fire Chief

Breakdown
In-House Rescues

Chimney

Fires

Stove/Toaster Fires

186
2
5

Grass/Brush Fires
3
Oil Burning Problems.. ..2

Bomb

Investigations

Water Problems
Animal Rescues

1

12
2

of Fire Calls for 1996

Fires
Mattress Fires
Dryer Fires

3

Partition Fires

1

Wood

Burning

3
13

Structure

Illegal

1

Wires/Electrical Problems
Smoke/Odor Investigations

8

Motor Vehicle Accidents
33
Carbon Monoxide Activations... 10
Total

Rescues

348

29

Stoves

Vehicle Fires
Lighting Strikes

Gas/Propane Leaks

Gas Grill Fires
Alarm Activations

1

2
7
1

4
2

30

Mutual Aid Responses... 16

Highway Department
I

would

like to take this opportunity to

thank you for your support throughout

this last fiscal year.

The summer construction season went very well this year. With Town Meeting approval, we
rehabilitated Far View Hill Road, Woodside Way, Green Hill Drive, Upland Road and portions of
Robie Lane. With a lot of private help, we were able to pave Hilldale Avenue, Femwood Drive and
Willow Vale. By doing this work, the Town has paved or rebuilt every road off Main Street which
was ten years old or older, completing this area of Town. In 1997, our department hopes to
rehabilitate Devonshire Road, Amberwood Drive, Lower Maple Avenue and Providence Hill
Road, thus completing two additional sections of Town. This would keep us in line with our ten
year plan. I truly hope the townspeople will come out and vote their approval.
1996 was a year of extremes. We started out with one of the worst winter
Not only did we have record snowfall amount, but the season just
snowstorms after Town Meeting.
plowable
with
three
end...
would not

As most of you

realize,

seasons in recorded history.

At the end of the 1996 construction season, the Town was hit with a record breaking rain storm.
The flooding was severe. The Highway Department stayed out in force clearing catch basins and
culverts to minimize damage. Fm proud to say that it worked. What little damage we did suffer
'FEMA' (the Federal Emergency Management Association) reimbursed us, with a check in the
amount of $7,741.00. 1 am pleased to say that the storm had no effect on your taxes!
extreme for 1996 was the snow and ice storm that broke all the records for power outages
throughout the state. I personally have never seen so much damage to trees, power lines and to
personal property. With the Selectmen's support, I was able to hire several tree companies to clear
our right-of-ways. Though costly, this maintenance was extremely important for safety on the
road, as well as reducing the risk of future power loss.

The

last

1996 was a trying year to say the least. Fm truly looking forward to an even more productive and
enjoyable time in the future. With your continued support, the future looks brighter for your

Highway Department.
Respectfully submitted,

Edward A
Road Agent
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Stewart,

Kimball Public Library
Library use has increased steadily, with a whopping 10% increase in circulation at mid-year over
1995's record increase. KPL has a marvelous director, staff and volunteers who participate in
ongoing professional enrichment programs, continually striving to better serve you. Loyal patrons
are a dedicated staffs reward.

The Aaron Cohen Associates space needs study

arrived early in 1996. This report has been
planned for and used in the library of today, with an
eye toward future efficiency. The Cohen Report also went to the Building Needs Committee and
Town Hall; copies are available at the library. Architect Cary Simmons is working with the town
on comprehensive planning of the town center.

valuable in pinpointing

New 486 PC's

how

library space

is

matching-fund grant. While technology is part of a library's
and will continue to be, the backbone and lifeblood of a public library.
With this in mind, the director and staff have maintained an excellent collection of reference,
fiction, non-fiction, youth and children's books. Magazines and periodicals add information and
entertainment. Routine, and sometimes vigorous, weeding keeps the collection fresh. The video
and music collections have also grown.
will replace 286's via a

future, the printed

word

is

The Friends sponsored open houses and receptions, familiarizing various community groups with
the library (and the Cohen Report). Director Joe Rodio has met many people who have become
loyal patrons. The Friends have been active in building community awareness for KPL. They have
also sponsored trips and programs. Public interest programs were offered this year on a variety of
non-library-centered subjects, and were well received. The children's summer reading program
was a success. KPL and the police department co-sponsored a summer bike rodeo.

Donald Blaszka, as Don and his family
Hampstead. Andrew Cannon was elected chairman, and Thea Valvanis was
complete Don's term.

In June, the trustees reluctantly accepted the resignation of

moved

to East

appointed to

sincerely for your many gifts, donations, memorials, suggestions, compliments,
constructive criticism and especially for your continued interest, support and patronage. When
visiting other places, I always stop at their library. And you know what? Even Atlanta, Georgia
library must
can't touch KPL! Atkinson has a dynamic library that belongs only to you and me.
be a vital part of any community. I cannot imagine a place without something to READ. This
means books, not just storage of information. Storage can be done by a warehouse; a library is a
repository of ideas. It helps build the future and lets us learn from the past. Let's take care of our
library; it WILL take care of us.

Thank you most

A

Respectfully submitted,

Sally A. Dowd, Secretary
Kimball Public Library, Board of Trustees

-
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Planning Board
interesting year for the Planning Board. Our new method of reviewing plans
has proven very successful. The Rockingham Planning Circuit Rider now works with the
developer to make sure the plans meet our zoning and are in proper form before they come before
the board. This success can be attributed to the personality and hard work of Leigh Komomick.
She also adds her knowledge of Zoning and Planning to many of our meetings. We want to thank
the townspeople for approving the funds to contract a Circuit Rider and report that much of her
cost is reimbursed by the developer to the general fund.

The year 1996 was an

The following

Projects were reviewed and approved

by the Planning Board

Subdivisions:
•
Squire Estates (off Maple Avenue) - 5, 3-bedroom single family
•
Birdsall/Khalkhali - 3 Lot Subdivision (off Maple Avenue)
•
Courtney - 2 Lot Subdivision (off Rockingchair Lane)
•
Sabatino - 2 Lot Subdivision (off Meditation Lane)

in

1996:

homes

Site Plans:
•

First

and Second Nine Holes of the Atkinson Golf Course (off Providence

Hill

Road)

The newspapers have kept many of you up-to-date on the lawsuit against the Planning Board. I am
happy to report that we are winning, partly due to the diligence of the board and partly due to the
excellent record keeping of our secretary, Shirley Galvin.
In looking to the future, we are re-energizing our efforts on the Capital Improvements Committee
to help us address the economic growth of the town. This report will help us address if growth
are also looking to update our Wetland
control is necessary and if necessary, how much.

We

Board are looking forward to working
Commission
is working under a grant to
Conservation
the
subcommittee
of
together on this. A
importance of different
and
designations
complete,
study
is
When
this
evaluate the wetlands.
specific needs.
Atkinson's
zoning
to
wetlands
structure
the
We
will
then
wetlands will be made.
Zoning. The Conservation Commission and

the Planning

We are

asking you to help us, by supporting the Wetlands Definition and Delineation change as
proposed on this years warrant. This definition and delineation are from the State's Wetland
Board, Office of State Planning, Corps, of Engineers and most of our surrounding towns. Please
help us protect your wetlands!
Respectfully submitted,

George Lemery,
Chairman
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Police Department
During 1996 we experienced a relatively auiet year. House breaks were down dramatically over
1995 and over all crime was at an all time low. We did have three subjects from Haverhill Mass.
drive down Sawyer Avenue and Providence Hill Road and damage quite a few mail boxes. We
were able to apprehend these subjects and obtained complete restitution for all residents. The
following is a comparison of the cnminal activity for the years 1995 and 1996:

1

.
.

Recreation Commission
This was an exciting year for Recreation. We added some new volunteers and we are all working
to provide new programs and events for the town. The following events were sponsored by
Recreation in 1996:
1.

Sun and Fun. This wasn't

directors and organizers.

summer program

the

most successful season, largely due

to the loss of all veteran

We will be making several changes next year to ensure the best possible

for our kids.

Fishing Derby. The First Annual Derby was held at the Community Center in
plan to maJce it an annual event.
attended and a real success.

2.

May.

It

was well

We

3

A trip to Sunapee Mountain was scheduled for Februaiy. The response was great (7
and children), but rain forced cancellation at the last minute.

Ski Trip.

adults

Senior Trips. We started out slowly this year and every trip saw an increased participation rate.
This years trips were: July - Canterbury Shaker Village; August - Mt. Washington Dinner-Dance
Cruise; September - Amesbury Playhouse Dinner Theater; October - Foliage Bus Trip and Dinner;
and December - Boston Pops Christmas Concert at UNH. We plan to continue sponsoring trips
next year.

4.

Skating Rink. We tried this year to build a rink at Pope Field and unfortunately ran into some
suspected vandalism. The rink was set up in November and filled with water by Fire Department
volunteers and lots of rain. The plastic liner developed some large rips which resulted in the loss of
all the water. We'll try again.
5

Community Center Renovation. The interior of the old section is nearing completion and
new siding on the whole building is complete. We look forward to a spring open
house to introduce the town to the new facilities.
6.

installation of

Pope Field. Progress on the construction of new ballfields, trails and the new building was
slow in the early part of the year. November and December saw some activity as contracts were
awarded for one baseball field, trail improvements, parking lot and the building. A sub-committee
is working hard to complete those aspects which our appropriations cover (through grant money,
town money and baseball and soccer contributions). We will be submitting some warrant articles
on 1997 in order to complete the project.
7.

We are all

looking forward to 1997 as a year to provide the town with new recreation events and
to improve those facilities and events we already have. Thank you to everyone for
supporting our programs!

activities

and

Respectfully Submitted,

Cathy J. Thompson, Co-Chairman
Mangini, Co-Chairman

Patti
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Recycling Committee
Committee had to work extremely hard to keep up with the severe winter
Mother Nature brought our way. The frequent snow storms and amounts of snow in each
storm forced the recycling center to close until warmer weather allowed the trucks to remove the

In 1996 the Recycling
that

recycled goods. This type of closing has not happened before in six years of operation.
in the past we received a great deal of revenue for our recycled products, we were not as
fortunate in 1996. The greatly reduced rates for recycled goods, nation-wide, caused the town to
receive less revenue. Newspapers which commanded a high price the previous year of one
hundred and thirty seven dollars per ton, now offers only five dollars per ton. Crushed aluminum

Although

cans, once sixty-nine cents a pound,

The recycling program continues

is

its

now

thirty-one cents a pound.

efforts to return containers to neighboring states to collect

deposits.

A new item for the program is that Atkinson, this year, will be the host town for the Hazardous
Waste Collection Day. This is where the nearby communities will join us to collect and dispose of
household hazardous waste materials, which cannot, by state and federal law, be collected with
other household waste. Atkinson has participated in past years at other
residents join us in our effort to make this event a successful one.

sites,

we

and we ask that

all

ask that, in spite of reduced rates for recycled goods, you continue your efforts;
whatever is recycled is reducing the overall cost for the household waste that is picked up in
Atkinson, and also making our environment a cleaner place to live.
In closing

We thank you and welcome your continued support in recycling.
Respectfully submitted,

Vincent Marchand,
Chairman

35

.

Zoning Board of Adjustment
During 1996, the Zoning Board of Adjustment met 15 times, held Public Hearings (plus
continuances) and reviewed 17 Home Business approvals, renewals and exemptions.
These hearings were concerned with requests for the following:
1

2.

3
4.

Variances to the Atkinson Zoning Ordinance (10)
Special Exceptions allowed by the Atkinson Zoning Ordinance (21)
Administrative Appeal (8)
Rehearing requests (3)

This years hearing results were as follows:

Purpose of Hearing
Variances

Withdrawn

Denied

Granted

to:

Sideline

1

Frontage

1

1

Wetland

4

1

2

Special Exceptions:

Home Business:

New

2

Renewals

8

Exemptions

7

Reduction of Frontage

3

1

Appeal

5

3

Rehearing Requests

1

2

Records of all public hearings and decisions are maintained
Office and available for public review.

in the

Zoning Board of Adjustment

Respectfully submitted,

Charles LeMay,
Chairman

-
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Rockingham Community Action
Rockingham Community Action (RCA)

is a private, non-profit corporation. Our mission is to
serve the multitude of needs of Roclcingham county's low-income residents by assisting them in
coping with the hardship of poverty, giving them the tools to lift themselves out of poverty and
has been addressing these needs for over
seeking to eradicate the root causes of poverty.

RCA

thirty years.

Community Action Center is an outreach office of RCA that serves residents of
Atkinson and 11 other communities, and as such, acts as Atkinson's central resource for information regarding all available human services. RCA also offers intake, clinic and distribution sites
in over half of the county's thirty-seven communities for the application and provision of various
Community Action services.
Greater Salem

Community Action provides a wide range of services that are unduplicated elsewhere in the
Most of these services meet immediate, critical needs and all have a direct and positive
impact on people's lives. The following services were provided by Community Action to eligible

county.

residents of Atkinson from July
•

1,

1995 through June 30, 1996:

15 households received one of a group of Fuel Assistance Programs.
homes were weatherized through the Weatherization or Energy Management Services Programs.

•

3

•

32 children and day care providers participated in the Family Day Care Program.
25 child care referrals were arranged through the Child Care Resource and Referral Program.
26 women, infants and children received help through the WIC or Commodity Supplemental
Food Programs.
68 individuals received food through the Emergency Food Assistance Program.
5 food allotments were provided through the Emergency Food pantry.
2 households were enrolled in the Emergency Responses System.

•
•

•
•
•

major programs, much of our staff time is devoted to working with people who
come to us seeking help. During the past year, we logged 27 calls or visits from Atkinson
residents. By working closely together with local and state welfare administrators, fuel and utility
companies, other human services agencies and interested clergy and civic groups, we are able to
link those in need with the services available to them.
In addition to these

service provided by our staff, together with the programs provided by our agency, have a
direct and significant effect on Atkinson's welfare budget. If our services were decreased due to
lack of funding, the town would experience a resulting increase in requests for local welfare
assistance. Since the services we provide greatly relieve the towns we serve of the full financial

The

their low-income residents, we ask every community we
contribution
to our agency based upon the level of service we have
financial
make a
provided to its residents. The amount we request equals 5% of the total dollar value of services we
provided during the previous fiscal year, which means that we request $5.00 for every $100.00 we

burden of providing for the needs of
serve to

provided in direct services.
July 1, 1995 through June 30, 1996, Community Action provided $41,462 in services to
Atkinson residents. We are therefore requesting the town of Atkinson to contribute 5% of this
amount, or $2,073. The town of Atkinson has contributed to our agency for many years, and we
extended our appreciation to you for your continued support.

From

Cordially,

Connie Young, Outreach Center Director
Greater Salem Community Action Center
Rockingham Community Action
-
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MASON

RICH

+

Association
Accountants and Auditors
Professional

Two Capital Plaza,
Concord,

Suite 3-

NH 03301

April 11, 1996

Selectmen

Town

of Atkinson Atkinson,

New Hampshire

and performing our audit of the financial statements of the Town of Atkinson, New
Hampshire for the year ended December 31, 1996 we considered the Town's internal control
structure to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the
financial statements and not to provide assurance on the intemal control structure.
In planning

During the course of our audit we did not become aware of any matters that were opportunities for
strengthening intemal controls and operating efficiency. This letter does not affect our report dated
April 11, 1996 on the financial statements of the Town of Atkinson, New Hampshire.
Respectfully submitted,

MASON

+ RICH
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION
Association and Auditors
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Marriages 1996
Date

Marriages 1996
Groom &

Date

Mar

Oct

17

19

Ramsay, Anthony Richard
Moran, Kim Marie
Sanders, Daniel

Mark

Deborah
Snow, Bruce Alan
Vallieres,

Aug

9

Galvagna, Paula

May

18

Nov

10

Sept

28

Residence

Bride

L.

Ann

Whorf, Jonathan L.
Kutzelman, Beth A.
Woodbum, Richard James
Haugh, Kathleen Barone

Atkinson,
Atkinson,

NH
NH

NH
NH
NH
NH

Atkinson,
Atkinson,
Salem,
Atkinson,

Officiant
Richard

J.

Rondeau

Justice of the

-

Peace

Richard B. Thompson
R.C. Priest
Philip D. Fichera

-

Justice of the Peace

Deaths 1996
Name

of Deceased

Baddeley, Sheila L.

Date

Age

Name

of Parents

Application For Committee Appointment

Atkinson couldn't function as well as

it

does

if

we

didn't have volunteers to

work on

the several

boards, commissions and committees. If you are a registered voter of Atkinson and would like to

serve as

member

interest,

and submit

of one of the following, please
it

fill

out the form below, noting your area of

to the Selectmen's Office.

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

Board of Adjustment
Building Needs Committee

Cable

TV Advisory Board

Conservation Committee

Highway

Safety Committee

Planning Board
Recreation Commission

RecycUng Committee
Other (Please Specify)

Special Qualifications:

Other Notes/Questions/Suggestions:

Name:
Address:

Phone:

Notes

o
o
>
ro
H
>
>
H
O
Z

